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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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Messrs. DAVIS of Illinois, CLAY, and
BUYER changed their vote from ‘‘aye”’
to “‘no.”

Messrs. GARAMENDI, DELAHUNT,
ROTHMAN of New Jersey, RANGEL,
CUELLAR, ENGEL, COSTELLO, ACK-
ERMAN, NYE, FATTAH, STUPAK and
Ms. SPEIER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms.
BALDWIN, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD
changed their vote from ‘‘no” to ‘‘aye.”

So the motion to table was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

REQUEST TO REDUCE TIME FOR
ELECTRONIC VOTING

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that votes for the
remainder of the day be limited to 5
minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will not entertain that request
without proper consultation.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 2499.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

——————

PUERTO RICO DEMOCRACY ACT OF
2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1305 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2499.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2499) to
provide for a federally sanctioned self-
determination process for the people of
Puerto Rico, with Mr. SCHIFF in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 1
hour and 30 minutes, with 1 hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources and
30 minutes controlled by the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) or her designee.
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The gentleman from West Virginia
(Mr. RAHALL) and the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) each will
control 30 minutes. The gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from West Virginia.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I have the privilege of
representing the great State of West
Virginia in this body, a State that was
born amidst civil conflict in the middle
of a war. It is said that West Virginia
is the only State to be formed by seced-
ing from a Confederate State during
the Civil War. In fact, the western
counties stayed loyal to the Union,
while Tidewater seceded from it.

Puerto Rico also joined the American
family as a result of war. In 1898, dur-
ing the Spanish-American War, the is-
land was invaded by the United States
and was ceded by Spain to our country
under the Treaty of Paris. The island’s
century-long history within the Amer-
ican family has been significant. Puer-
to Rico was one of the first areas out-
side the continental United States
where the American flag was raised.

To the United States, it marked a
milestone in our own political develop-
ment. When once our Union of States
was comprised of renegade English
colonies, we then stepped into a role
that we previously had fought against.
Given our own experience, would any-
one have imagined that our new colony
would be disenfranchised and kept un-
equal in our own political framework?
Our commitment to Puerto Rico’s ad-
vancement under the 1898 Treaty of
Paris should be our judge.

If our measure of success is today’s
Puerto Rico, then I state Puerto Rico
has done well by the United States. It
is a showcase of democracy in the Car-
ibbean. Having some of the highest
voter turnout rates in our Nation,
Puerto Rico shames many of our own
States with its energy and enthusiasm
in electing its leaders. Economically, it
is a powerhouse in the Caribbean and
considered a home away from home for
many mainland Fortune 500 companies.

Equal in importance to Puerto Rico’s
political and economic prowess is the
island’s contributions to our own social
fabric. Every aspect of American art,
music, theater, and sport has been in-
fluenced by Puerto Rico’s own culture
and its people. And beyond such con-
tributions, there remains Puerto Rico’s
patriotism, beginning in World War I
when thousands of Puerto Ricans
served in the U.S. military. There is no
doubt that many more thousands are
currently serving in our Armed Forces,
fighting our wars, and dying for our
country.

To the families who have lost a hus-
band, a father, a daughter or son in our
wars, I take this moment, as we all do,
to salute you. We can debate political
status, but what is not subject of de-
bate is the patriotism of the people of
Puerto Rico.
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We are here today on the floor of the
U.S. House of Representatives because,
in spite of what we have gained from
each other, there has been no ultimate
achievement in Puerto Rico’s political
status, which really is the greatest
commitment the U.S. has to all of our
territories.

Since the establishment of the cur-
rent Commonwealth status in 1952, four
popular votes have been held on the
status of Puerto Rico in three plebi-
scites and one referendum, but none of
them were sanctioned by this body, the
Congress of the United States.

Going back just to the 1970s, at least
40 separate measures have been intro-
duced in Congress to resolve or clarify
Puerto Rico political status. In addi-
tion, Congress has held at least 12 hear-
ings, and four measures have received
either House or Senate action.

During the last Congress, the Bush
administration issued the President’s
Task Force Report on Puerto Rico’s
Status which served as the basis for
the legislation before us today; a task
force, I would point out, that was initi-
ated by the Clinton administration and
concluded by the Bush administration.

Indeed, the entire exercise has been
bipartisan. The measure before us
today is sponsored by the Resident
Commissioner from Puerto Rico,
PEDRO PIERLUISI, a Democrat. It is
strongly supported by a former col-
league and current Governor of Puerto
Rico, the Honorable Luis Fortuno, a
Republican. And it was reported out of
our Natural Resources Committee by a
vote of 30-8.

With this history before us, I join
those who say it is time for Congress to
provide the people of Puerto Rico with
an unambiguous path toward perma-
nently resolving its political status
that is consistent with the U.S. Con-
stitution.

When our Committee on Natural Re-
sources considered similar legislation
in the last Congress, we exhaustively
examined the question of the constitu-
tionality of the various status options
available under the Constitution. And
we continued that process during the
current Congress. What emerged from
that process was a clear consensus that
settled on the permanent status op-
tions that are reflected in the bill be-
fore this body today.

The Resident Commissioner from
Puerto Rico is to be congratulated for
carefully crafting a bill which seeks to
authorize a fair, impartial, and demo-
cratic process for self-determination
for the people of Puerto Rico. The
pending measure is straightforward. It
authorizes a plebiscite in which the
two voting options are presented: num-
ber one, present political status; or
number two, a different political sta-
tus. If option two prevails, then a sec-
ond plebiscite would be conducted in
which three options are presented:
independence, free association with the
United States, or statehood. Puerto
Rico would then certify the results to
the President and the Congress.
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